A Video Poetry Starter
By Erica Goss, Los Gatos Poet Laureate

Definition
Video poetry, filmpoems, poetry videos – these are different names for the same thing. In general, a video poem is a short film that uses a poem as its text. Video poetry is not film that is “poetic” or “inspired by poetry.” In a true video poem, the poem is an integral piece of the art: the poem appears as either text or spoken word/narration.

Brief History
Since the beginnings of film, filmmakers have used poems as inspiration. More recently, inexpensive cameras, public-access footage, and the internet have made it possible to create and share short videos via YouTube or Vimeo. Makers of video poems from all over the world have taken advantage of this ease of transmission, and today we have a wealth of video poems that delight and amaze us with their craft.

Access to Video Poems
Here is the link to my album on Vimeo, where you can watch the videos from Off the Page: https://vimeo.com/user15096486/albums. 

The best place to start is Moving Poems, an incredible site run by poet Dave Bonta www.movingpoems.com. The site presents one new video poem every day, five days a week. It’s the daily paper for video poetry fans, and has many useful features, i.e., directories and links to discussions and more places on the internet that deal with video poetry.

Another good site is MotionPoems www.motionpoems.com, a website run by poet Todd Boss. This site adds one new video poem every month, using poems selected from the latest Best American Poetry Series. 

Commentary and Analysis
Since 2012, I’ve been writing a monthly column about video poetry at Connotation Press called The Third Form http://www.connotationpress.com/video-poetry. 

Also, check out Swoon’s View http://www.awkwordpapercut.com/swoons-view.html, a column in Awkward Paper Cut, an excellent on-line journal. 

Do it Yourself
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have not discovered any tutorials or explanations of how to get started making video poems. Artists, writers, and just plain folks seem to spontaneously do it. However, I think someone should make a short how-to and help others see the possibilities in this art form. For now, there is a wealth of public access footage that artists can use; there are billions of poems to choose from; you have a camera on your phone – so get started and amaze us!


The Poetry Storehouse has poetry that is licensed under Creative Commons, meaning that it is available for remixing into other projects. The Storehouse also has some excellent examples of what various artists have done with poetry, voice and image: http://poetrystorehouse.com/ 

You can browse the Prelinger Archive, which is organized by category: https://archive.org/browse.php?field=subject&mediatype=movies&collection=prelinger

More amazing footage is available from NASA: http://www.nasa.gov/home/index.html

A Final Word
This art form has no limits and few rules. It’s perfect for both seasoned pros and beginners. I hope you will explore and watch video poems often, and that this unique form of artistic expression will inspire you for a long time to come.
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